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(57) Abstract 

A pump (23) used to infuse a fluid into a patient (27) is 
controlled in accordance with a plurality of parameters entered 
by an operator. These parameters define a protocol that is 
applied in controlling the operation of the pump to determine 
the rate, volume, and timing of the fluid infusion. The operator 
enters the parameters using a keypad (16) in response to prompts 
provided on a display (18). Once the parameters for a current 
protocol are entered, they can be stored as a speed protocol by 
selecting that option from a menu appearing on the display. Up 
o three speed protocols can be stored in memory in the disclosed 
preferred embodiment. When preparing to infuse a medicinal 
fluid, an operator can elect to enter a new protocol or to select an 
appropriate speed protocol stored in memory for loading as the 
ent protocol. Use of stored speed protocols saves time and 
reduces the likelihood of errors that can occur when data defining 
the parameters controlling the infusion process are entered by an 
operator. 




